
Excellence in Education Foundation 

Minutes, December 3, 2015 

CUSD #1 Central Office 

 

Present: Brett Bennett, Jeanne Dau, Don Dawson, Tim Hutti, JoDe Lanman, Tim McCollum, Melanie Mills, and 

Melinda Mueller 

 

Absent: CJ Applegate, Lou Conwell, Josh Garrett, and Angie Rhoads  

 

Administration: Deb Rincker 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:03 pm. 

 

The meeting began with a presentation by Cleve Karch regarding the Penny Price Rinefort trust. 

 He provided a history of how the trust was established. The current fair market value of the fund is about 

$19000. 

 Since it is a private foundation, there are associated filing fees and taxes. Currently, about $1000 is paid out 

per year, and about half pays for fees and taxes, which are taken from EEF funds rather than the trust. 

 Karch recommends that the trust be terminated, and the remaining investment be moved to EEF funds. We 

should try to do this by the end of the year, to avoid having to file after the 2015 tax filing season. 

 The EEF should draw up paperwork explaining that the original purpose of the trust will be honored, 

providing four schools with funds each year, but that those funds would be integrated with EEF funds. As a 

nonprofit, we would have much lower fees and no taxes. 

 Melanie asked about the history of the trust being shifted to the EEF. Karch explained that when the original 

trustees resigned, the superintendent at that time and EEF president and treasurer agreed to the change. 

 Brett asked who has legal ownership of the trust. Does the EEF have ownership, as current trustees? Karch 

said he did not think we could transfer the funds without the consent of the person who established it 

(Foster Rinefort). 

 Melanie suggested that we ask Rinefort to make this a named grant to the libraries, with the same 

distribution each year. 

 Deb Rincker asked whether the same transfer should occur for the Leslie McGuinness scholarship, but Karch 

said this was different, as a scholarship to students, and there are no associate EEF costs. 

 Karch explained that the EEF should approach Rinefort about this change, and then contact Edward Jones 

about the liquidation of the trust, with its transfer to EEF funds. 

 The board thanked Karch for attending the meeting and providing this valuable information. 

 

Approval of the Minutes 

 A motion (McCollum/Hutti) was made to approve the minutes from the October 15, 2015 meeting.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 Brett Bennett presented the December Treasurer’s Report. Jeanne had a question about the AMEX 

donation, which Brett explained. A motion (Hutti/McCollum) to accept the report passed unanimously. 

 

Administration Comments 

 No report. 

 

Committee Reports 

 Grants (CJ Applegate, Lou Conwell, Josh Garrett, Tim Huttiand Melinda Mueller): Melinda asked Deb 

Rincker about updating the grant applications. She will contact Mary Ann Pattenaude about making these 

changes. We asked that Mary Ann send a copy of the grant applications to us so that we can post it on the 

new webpage, and edit it ourselves. 

 Publicity (Jeanne Dau, Don Dawson, JoDe Lanman, Tim McCollum, Angie Rhoads): no report 

 Finance (Brett Bennett, Josh Garrett, Angie Rhoads, and Tim Hutti):  no report 

 Teacher Relations/Programming (Lou Conwell, Don Dawson, Tim McCollum): Lou Conwell and Tim 

McCollum will be splitting schools and visiting them after the holiday break. 

 Nominations (Melanie Mills and president-elect/vacant): Melanie announced that Tim Hutti has agreed to 

serve as president-elect. The board thanked him for volunteering for this. 



 Fundraising (Jeanne Dau, JoDe Lanman, Melanie Mills, and CJ Applegate): Jeanne provided an overview 

of the pasta sales so far, and encouraged board members to buy pasta. Sales will continue until the end of 

January. We should all continue to share the pasta sales on Facebook. We discussed giving a flyer to 

teachers. Deb explained we cannot place flyers in mailboxes, but can leave them in teacher lounges. We 

will also email teachers about this. 

 

Old Business 

 Jade Smith attended the meeting. She works for Dau Consulting, and has created the new EEF website at 

www.charlestoneef.org. She presented the webpage, and explained that she will work to improve its 

visibility on search engines. The board discussed several issues with her: 

o Tim McCollum asked if Consolidated Communications should be specified as a corporate sponsor. 

Brett will check with them. 

o We agreed to only post the last 2 months of minutes. 

o We need grant summaries for 2014 and 2015. Melinda will work to put that together. 

o We will create an email list, allowing for publicity and fundraising opportunities. 

o Jeanne asked board members to add their own emails. 

o The board thanked Jade for her work—the website is a great addition. 

 Jeanne presented the contract for the website. The cost for an 8 page site is $320, with $30/month 

maintenance for the 1st year, then $40/month in year 2.  

o A motion to approve this expense (McCollum/Hutti) passed with 7 votes, and Dau abstaining. 

 

New Business 

 The board discussed how to proceed with Cleve Karch’s recommendations. Brett, Tim McCollum, and 

Melanie will visit Rinefort to ask him about the change. 

 Melanie presented an opportunity to partner with the Charleston Rotary Club to fund school technology. 

She asked that the board commit to providing $2000 towards this effort. The board discussed several 

aspects of this proposal. This funding would not take away from regular grant funding. This would increase 

visibility for EEF in the community. 

o A motion (McCollum/Dau) to allow Melanie Mills to propose to the Rotary that the EEF will join them 

in their school technology fundraiser, up to $2000 passed unanimously. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:25 pm. The next meeting will be January 21, 2016 at the Central Office. 

http://www.charlestoneef.org/

