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Kim Sherwood, Bonnie Zavoral             Charleston Middle School 
 
Title of Proposal:  Show What You Know           Grant Award:  $1,500.00 
 
Imagine an engaged classroom.  I envision a classroom where every student has the 
freedom and motivation to give a response every time they are faced with a problem to 
solve or asked to give an honest response with 30 other 7th graders waiting to hear 
what they have to say. 
 
The TurningPoint clicker response system provides this opportunity, engaging each 
student with a hand held clicker as they submit a response to teacher or student created 
questions. 
 
 
Dawn Kuhns, Elda Ueleke                  Mark Twain Elementary 
 
Title of Proposal:  Wii Play to Learn    Grant Award:  $2,500.00 
 
With the acquisition of Wii consoles, games and accessories, each classroom at Mark 
Twain will improve the academic levels, social skills and physical development of its 
children in a safe and creative manner. This project will foster the children’s gross 
motor, fine motor, social skills, and imagination as well as academic skills through the 
use of the Wii which is an “entertainment” mode. The virtual reality aspect will serve to 
maintain classroom safety while allowing exploration, practice, and enrichment in the 
areas mentioned above. Since the all-purpose room (cafeteria/gymnasium) is not 
available to the children for indoor recess on days when the weather is unsuitable for 
outdoor recess, the classrooms are our only option for free activity. Finding safe gross 
motor activities for 40+ children in rooms already filled with furniture becomes especially 
challenging. 
 
 
 
Tyler Hanner                   Charleston High School 
 
Title of Proposal:  The Geometry Teacher’s Toolbox Grant Award:  $979.44 
 
The Geometry Teacher’s Toolbox is a project designed to get more manipulatives into 
the hands of our geometry students. Many students lack the ability to “see” the topics 
that we as teachers are trying to show them. This project will be a start to getting some 
hand-held objects into their hands. Also, the toolbox will eventually contain ideas for fun 
lessons that are hands-on in design that will reinforce prior knowledge and will be an 
exciting way for students to learn new material. 



 
 
Cathy Senior, Pam Storm, Tara Panozzo,             Ashmore, Carl Sandburg, 
Karen Murphy, Elda Ueleke, Aimee Repking,            Mark Twain Elementaries 
Tiffany Oakley, Suzie Bosler, Connie Walters          Charleston Middle School 
 
Title of Proposal:  E3 Expanding Excellent    Grant Award:  $1,500.00 
eBooks District-wide 
 
Ebooks are an emerging technology that has educational benefits for our K-8 students. 
We own a few ebooks in one school but are eager to expand the selection and take 
advantage of ebooks in all K-8 schools. The ebooks selected are nonfiction, which is an 
identified need, and at reading levels for K-4 students and for 5-8 students who need 
high interest materials at a lower reading level. Unlike print books, ebooks are available 
24/7 via the K-8 online catalog, cannot be lost or damaged, can be projected on Smart 
Boards for group instruction, can circulate more frequently and can be enlarged for 
visually impaired students. Ebooks will be promoted and demonstrated to students, 
teachers, parents, and EIU students in the spring and during the 2010-2011 school 
year. 
 
 
 
 

Excellence in Education Foundation 
2010 Large Grants 

 
 

Brenda Foster, Patti Murphy,             Charleston Middle School 
Mary Ann Crome, Gene Nance 
 
Title of Proposal:  Educating Enthusiastic               Grant Award:  $4,929.19 
Writers 
 
This project is designed to foster a love of writing in middle school students and to work 
hand in hand with the new writing curriculum just adopted by the Charleston School 
district. The biggest part of this grant would be to provide all students at Charleston 
Middle School with exceptional quality mentor texts. Mentor texts are pieces of writing 
whose ideas, structure, or craft can be used to teach skills and concepts and to inspire 
students to write an original piece of their own. Lessons would be taught in context and 
students would have the opportunity to see them modeled aiding them in both their 
understanding and application of new writing skills. The second part of this project 
would be to provide students with the opportunity to meet a real writer, Ralph Fletcher, 
through an on-line visit where students would be able to interact with a published author 
by asking him questions and seeing a professional break down the writing process. 
 
 



Karen Karch                    Charleston High School 
 
Title of Proposal:  Graphing Calculators for                Grant Award:  $4,509.97 
Better Understanding 
 
Next to a good teacher, a graphing calculator can be the best tool for a student in 
mathematics.  A classroom set of TI-84 Plus graphing calculators will ensure that every 
student in a particular hour will have a graphing calculator to use. With these in their 
hands, we, as teachers, are able to get past much of the busy work that stands in the 
way of the true understanding of algebraic topics and can also add some much needed 
fun and interest to the subject. These students will also get to use them on our state 
test, which puts these students in a great spot to be successful and help us meet AYP. 
 


