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Pam Storm, Barbara Perkins            Carl Sandburg Elementary 
 
Title of Proposal:  Electronic Reading = e-books 
= Extra Access to Books      Grant Award:  $2,000.00 
 
This grant proposes the purchase of over 100 easy, nonfiction e-books for the Carl 
Sandburg library to provide additional reading resources for first through third grade 
students. E-books are traditional books in an electronic or digital format. These books 
are stored online and are accessible through a web browser. The books proposed are 
all appropriate for our students with reading levels from 1.0-3.5. All are nonfiction and 
are high interest topics, which were chosen to attract students who do not choose to 
read and to supplement the curriculum. The e-books purchased through the grant would 
be available to all students and teachers for use in the library, classrooms and at home. 
Books would be available weekends, summers, and evenings, time when the school 
library and its print collection are typically not available to students and parents. 
Students could read e-books individually, with a partner or with a teacher using a 
projector to show the book for whole group reading. The e-books could be read with 
parents at home. 
 
 
 
Liz Fletcher                Charleston Middle School 
 
Title of Proposal:  Fitness for Life— 
Heart Rate Monitors      Grant Award:  $2,000.00 
 
The Physical Education department at Charleston Middle School, along with strong 
support from our administration, has worked hard this past year by developing a life-
time fitness component to add to our team sports curriculum. We feel that our students’ 
knowledge of their personal health is of great importance, and so, we have implemented 
a fitness component we feel is a great starting place. The students meet two days a 
week in our new fitness room where they participate in a variety of fitness stations and 
group fitness activities. The students keep a personal fitness portfolio where they track 
their progress and write down personal health goals they would like to achieve. Our 
mission is to teach the students the importance of individual fitness and by 
implementing Heart Rate Monitors they will not only be able to see their physical 
change but their cardiovascular health as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bonnie McArthur             Jefferson/Ashmore Elementary School 
 
Title of Proposal:  Everyone Speaks Music   Grant Award:  $1,832.30 
 
All fourth graders in the Charleston district will investigate the music of several cultures, 
researching the role music plays in civilization. They will perform either by dancing, 
singing, playing instruments, or giving oral presentations. The culminating experience 
will be a public performance for parents and guests. 
 
 
Debra J. Landsaw      Jefferson Elementary School 
 
Title of Proposal:  Robofunology    Grant Award:  $1,999.99 
 
Through the use of Lego Mindstorm robotic kits the unit “Robofunology” would 
incorporate several science/mathematics concepts. This project will allow several 
groups of students (2-3 students per group) to work together in a cooperative learning 
experience in a hands on, problem solving manner. Students will use techniques that 
are employed in the real world of science, math, engineering, and design. As the robots 
are designed, programmed, and constructed students will learn to carry out simple 
investigations, calculations, and measurements of behaviors. Then they will record and 
present their results in a manner similar to the way data is presented in the real world. 
 
 
Howard Taylor      Jefferson Elementary School 
 
Title of Proposal:  Science in a Trunk    Grant Award:  $2,000.00 
 
A goal of the G.E. program is to teach higher-level concepts about core curriculum. 
Science is a major part of the G.E. curriculum. Since the G.E. teacher travels to three 
different buildings, it would be good to have a science program that can travel with him. 
A set of two or three plastic tubs (trunks) will be filled with exciting equipment, materials, 
and resources to teach concepts of physics, biology, and geology. Included will be 
related science lesson plans including on-line resources and hands-on experiences 
created by the G.E. teacher. Grades 1-6 will be covered in content, as well as the higher 
level of thinking using the Bloom Taxonomy. A culmination of the science studies will 
result in a special G.E. science/thinking fair to be held at one or more school buildings. 
Parents and interested community members will be invited to attend. The trunks and 
their contents will be dedicated to G.E., but will also be useful for other teachers if that 
need arises in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kimberly Southworth              Charleston Middle School 
 
Title of Proposal:  3-D Document Camera 
And Specimens       Grant Award:  $2,000.00 
 
The project goal is to provide the class with the tools needed to explore and investigate 
3-D objects in the life science classroom. The objects will belong to all six kingdoms as 
well as documents and pictures that go along with topics studied throughout the entire 
year. The document camera will allow for the students to see fine details of objects as 
we discuss them as well as any specimens that the students bring in. Students may 
choose to use the document camera when presenting produced projects or to share. 
The document camera will allow students to see objects that are too large for digital 
microscopes or from an overhead. 
 
 
Tim McCollum, Kathy Augustine, Robert Lynn, 
Lyla Joseph, Amy Wood, Gene Nance            Charleston Middle School 
 
Title of Proposal:  Kidcast: Podcasting from the 
Middle School Classroom     Grant Award:  $1,995.45 
 
The purpose of this proposed project is to provide an enrichment opportunity for 
students on the eighth grade Gold Team at Charleston Middle School to write, record, 
produce, and distribute podcasts in the core discipline classes of Reading, Language 
Arts, Social Studies, and Mathematics. Science students have already been actively 
involved in creating podcasts focusing on scientific topics of study, and both the 
students and their parents have been able to access and listen to these entertaining 
and educational broadcasts through their home computers. 
The project is designed to build upon the popularity and demonstrated success of the 
weekly “CyberScience Podcasts” and extend the opportunity across the other core 
classes. This would be possible through the acquisition of a portable podcasting station 
which could be easily rotated between classrooms. The project leader would provide 
instruction to fellow Gold Team teachers in the mechanics of producing and distributing 
podcasts, and the teachers would, in turn, instruct their students. Examples of such 
podcasts could be “This Week in History”—Social Studies, “Problem of the Week” – 
Mathematics, book reviews and discussions – Reading, and the sharing of poetry, 
creative writing, and dramatic reading – Language Arts. Other Gold Team podcasts 
(GOLDcasts) could include special announcements to parents, student recognition, and 
career interviews. 
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Jim Easter, Jim Wood, Linda Kirby    Charleston High School 
 
Title of Proposal:  Weather: Can we predict it?  
What can it do for us?      Grant Award:  $1,585.00 
 
This project is designed to increase student understanding of weather patterns using a 
single weather station positioned above the science rooms at Charleston High School. 
Students will analyze data to make their own predictions of what the local weather will 
be. They will determine if the alternate energy technology available today for solar and 
wind would be a wise investment of our area. 
 
 
Jennifer Stork, Beth Lustig, Deb Poffinbarger     Jefferson Elementary School 
 
Title of Proposal:  Technological Innovation  
Supporting the 21st Century Classroom   Grant Award:  $4,487.00 
 
Jefferson Elementary School has acquired laptop computers for every fourth-sixth grade 
classroom teacher. While the addition of these laptops will enhance teachers’ ability to 
teach to the 1st century learner, the classroom teachers’ creativity continues to be 
significantly confined as only a limited number of students could utilize the equipment at 
any given point in time. The opportunity afforded by the monies from this grant will 
provide a way to close the gap between education and technology. This will be 
accomplished by the acquisition of an LCD projector for each classroom. The use of 
these projectors, in conjunction with the laptop units, will help enhance each student’s 
ability to learn by allowing the teacher, and all of the students in the classroom, to 
access and harness the technology as a whole group. Utilization of technology in this 
manner will facilitate achieving requirements set forth by the Illinois Learning Standards, 
No Child Left Behind, and the reauthorization of IDEA 2004. 
 
 
Lou Conwell, Suzie Bosler,  
Gary Francis, Kathy Miller            Carl Sandburg Elementary 
 
Title of Proposal:  SMART: Student Motivated  
Achievement Reached Through Technology   Grant Award:  $9,525.00 
 
Our educational goal for this project is to increase student achievement through learning 
activities which are interactive. SMART Boards and digital projectors will allow learning 
to be student centered and allow for immediate feedback to meet the needs of all 
learners. As the students participate in the activities, they will gain knowledge, 
communication skills and self-confidence. The team of third grade teachers will 
collaborate to utilize effective applications which will motivate students in the content 
areas of math, social studies, reading, and science. 


